
February 2017 Ukraine Bible School, Latvia, UK 

 The Bible Companion readings for this Sunday include Mark 1 and there is an MP3 file about 
this at http://www.christadelphia.net/audio/mk1.mp3 
 and a video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FIBMlWGNY44&t=883s 
 You can see the archives of our MP3 files at http://christadelphia.net/audio.htm 
 and on iTunes at https://itunes.apple.com/ca/podcast/christadelphian-bible-
talks/id987163468 
 Download the NEV Bible with commentary and Bible Companion bookmarks at http://n-e-
v.info/NEVBIBLE.pdf 
 
 UKRAINE BIBLE SCHOOL 
 Thanks to your support and donations, this major event went off well. Bro. David Welch from 
Teignmouth ecclesia, UK came over and he reports as follows: 
 "Four superb days in Kiev draw to a close as I write. I had never been to the Ukraine or anywhere 
east of Innsbruck in my life and was much more acclimatised to plus 30 degrees by visits to 
Jamaica than below freezing virtually all the time in Ukraine. However I was assured that I would 
not be outside at all and that proved the case. About fifty brethren and sisters gathered on the 
Thursday morning. Most had come a distance. Three or four from the war area on the eastern 
border, and one or two from Russia, Poland, Belarus and Moldova, and the rest from various 
parts of Ukraine. 
 Kiev is at almost a central point in the country and quite near the northern border. It is a large 
sprawling city with the airport well out to the west. The building for the Bible School was half-an-
hour beyond the last buildings in Kiev on the east so the taxi from the airport took nearly an 
hour-and-a-half. Each day there were usually four sessions of Bible exploration. Two or three of 
the sessions were devoted to the early chapters in 2 Corinthians for no better reason than to 
ring the changes with previous years, reading each time of year the same chapters from 
the Bible Companion. Because the Bible School falls on roughly the same date every year, the 
chapters from the Bible had always been the same year on year. Hence the slight change this 
year, reading the daily readings from March. 
 
 The other sessions had the common theme: 
 " 'Your ways are not My ways', saith the Lord". Alex and Igor turned my English into beautiful 
Russian. I was surprised how sweet the sound of Russian was. The main function of the building 
in which we were accommodated was to provide recovery facilities for the wounded in the war. 
Some readers may recognise the irony. 
 The food was adequate with a preponderance of rice and pasta. From the menu I understood 
that fish was a Ukrainian favourite. As I like fish, I did not mind that at all. Each session ended 
with lively and good-humoured questions and answers. Brethren and sisters showed a very 
good knowledge of the Bible and the Truth in Christ. 
 There were four baptisms in the bath tub in my bedroom. No one seemed to mind that I tidied 
and cleared the room just in time. Two were a married couple, ALEXEI and MARINA. They had 
brought their two young children with them all the way from the war zone in the East, reporting 
that fighting was ongoing in some border areas and half their town was in ruins. Also baptized 
were another ALEXEI, and OLEG. 
 The experience would be valuable to all brethren but particularly to some a little (or much) 
younger than me. It would be a thrilling service for the Lord as the days and the opportunities 
grow fewer before his return". 
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 The community here is growing older; Brother Jozef attended although blind, brother Viktor can 
hardly walk and has to be almost dragged along by his wife. But he and she are keen to come. 
The temperatures were low, down to -16 C, with icy pavements and roads in this bankrupt 
country. The way our old brothers and sisters travel such distances in such conditions, when 
they are far from steady on their feet, is a great testament to how much they really value these 
gatherings. Brother David's talks went down well, and you can see the blessing of Manasseh and 
Ephraim being acted out above under his direction. 
 Everyone returned home on overnight trains and buses leaving on the Sunday evening. That 
night was the worst night of casualties in the war for many months, with Ukrainian media 
reporting over 40 deaths and many injuries that night in random shelling along the eastern 
'frontier'. Six of our number passed through over it that night and we thank God they reached 
home safely. 
 
 LATVIA 
 The feeding scheme and Bible studies continue five days / week, with a continual flow of 
helpers from the UK. Brother Maxim baptized UDIS, at exactly the same time as we were 
performing a baptism in the UK of a Middle Eastern asylum seeker. In "little" coincidences like 
this, we see the Lord's hand, working in so many lives and situations simulatneously, around the 
world. Udis has been attending on and off for three years: 

       
 
 UK 
 As noted above, as Udis was being baptized at the Riga Bible Centre, almost to the point we 
were baptizing MOHAMMED in the UK. Our brother walks with a stick and yet was so thrilled to 
find the new life in Christ. Our brother is an Arabic speaker and really appreciated Bible Basics 
in Arabic. We are hoping to get more material into Arabic; there are a huge number of Arabic 
speakers recently arrived in western countries who are open to the Gospel. It's not much fun 
being an asylum seeker, living in a dingy room with just a bed and your bag of belongings, with 
no friends. Such folks are really looking for the good news: 

       
 
 PRAYER POINTS: 
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 - For our refugee brethren 
 - For those living under bombardment in Eastern Ukraine 
 - For those recently baptized 
 - For wisdom in our outreach to the many migrants in the UK 
 
 With love from your brothers and sisters of Carelinks 


